
 

 

To:  Trainers, Drivers, Care Takers, Owners 
Veterinarians, Feed & bedding Suppliers 
Harness & Tack Suppliers. 

  
From:  FSBOA  
 
Now is the time for all involved in the Standardbred Industry to join forces and fight for 
our survival. The State of Florida will start their 2010 Legislative Session on March 2, 
2010. If we don’t get legislative changes passed giving us parity with the Thoroughbred 
and Quarter Horse industries during this session we can expect our stakes and breeding 
programs will become none existent.  
 
Based on the input we have been getting from our representatives in Tallahassee we are 
as close now as we have ever been to getting the legislative changes we need to give us 
parity. But now is the time for all the people of our industry to campaign with emails, 
letters, or by phone to all legislators in Tallahassee that can help our cause. 
 
Please make all correspondence respectful and not abusive as these legislators are the 
people that appear to be on our side. Keep your emails and letters factual and ask they 
give the Standardbred Racing Industry the same protections afforded to the 
Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse Industries in Florida. Also you can advise these 
Legislators that our lobbyist “Bo” Bohannon will be talking to them as the session 
proceeds. 
 
Let these legislators know that we have been forgotten and neglected by The Isle with 
regard to getting our fair share of the revenue generated from the slot machines. Let them 
know that we were promised in writing by The Isles general manager that if slots 
legislation passed we would get 180 days of racing, A Contract and 1000 race horse 
stalls in return for our help financially ($100,000) and physically by campaigning for the 
passage of slots legislation in Broward County.  Tell them that as of today the Isle has 
refused to negotiate any type of contract because they don’t have to by state statue. Let 
them know The Isle has decreased our racing days in the last two years from 180 to 140, 
the minimum required by state statue to keep their poker license. Also inform them The 
Isle has lowered our annual purses about 30% over the same two years. Let them know  
along with the decreased purses the Isle has reduced our daily number of races from 11 or 
12 races per program to as low as 8 races on two programs each week, again the 
minimum required by state statue for the program to count as a good performance. It is 
apparent by The Isles actions we are only going get the minimum required by law. 
 
It is very important that you express how these changes at The Isle have and will affect 
you personally by loss of income and  “a way of life” for the horsemen if we don’t get 
legislative help THIS SESSION. Let them know what it will do to your family and 
business financially. Tell them about the lost tax revenue for the State of Florida, the 
number lost jobs, the negative affect on agriculture and the local economy it will 
have if you are forced to down size your business or possibly be forced to move to 



 

 

another state that has slot enhanced racing, states that have legislation protecting all the 
race horse industries equally. 
 
Please send your emails and letters to your local State Senate &  State House 
Representatives if you need help getting this information call Jim at the FSBOA office 
954-972-5400 or email him at Jim.fsboa@att.net. Listed below you will find the names 
and email addresses of the other IMPORTANT LEGISLATORS you should copy your 
emails and letters to. Also please send a copy to Jim.fsboa@att.net . 
 
AGAIN NOW IS THE TIME TO GIVE YOUR SUPPORT TO SAVE OUR 
INDUSTRY. 
 
Thank you in advance for you support. 
 
The Honorable Larry Cretul, Speaker   The Honorable Mike Haridopolos 
Florida House of Representatives   420 Senate Office Building 
420 The Capital     404 South Monroe Street 
402 North Monroe Street    Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1100 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1300    Haridopolos.mike.web@flsenate.gov 
Larry.cretul@myfloridahouse.gov    
       The Honorable Dennis Jones 
The Honorable Bill Galvano, Chairman  408 Senate Office Building 
Select Committee on Indian Compact Review 404 South Monroe Street 
418 The Capitol     Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1100 
402 South Monroe Street    Jones.dennis.web@flsenate.gov 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1300 
Bill.galvano@myfloridahouse.gov   The Honorable Charlie Dean 
       311 Senate Office Building 
The Honorable Hazelle P. Rogers   404 South Monroe Street 
1402 The Capitol     Tallassee, Fl. 32399-1100 
402 South Monroe Street    Dean.charles.web@flsenate.gov 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1300 
Hazell.rogers@myfloridahouse.gov   The Honorable Nan Rich 
       214 Senate Office Building 
The Honorable Jeff Atwater, President  404 South Monroe stree 
Florida Senate      Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1100 
312 Senate Office Building    Rich.nan.web@flsenate.gov 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100   The Honorable Eleanor Sobel 
Atwater.jeff.web@flsenate.gov   224 Senate Office Building 
       404 South Monroe Street 
The Honorable JD Alexander    Tallahassee, fl. 32399-1100 
412 Senate Office Building    Sobel.Eleanor.web@flsenate.gov 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-1100 
Alexander.jd.web@flsenate.gov 
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OTHER IMPORTANT LEGISLATORS: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
 
Alan Hays (alan.hays@myfloridahouse.gov 

Charles Chestnut (charles.chestnut@myfloridahouse.gov   

Carlos Lopez-Cantera (carlos.lopez-cantera@myfloridahouse.gov  

Ellyn Bogdanoff (ellyn.bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.gov  

Jim Waldman (jim.waldman@myfloridahouse.gov  

Joe Gibbons (joe.gibbons@myfloridahouse.gov);  

Joseph Abruzzo (joseph.abruzzo@myfloridahouse.gov); 

Juan C. Zapata (juan.zapata@myfloridahouse.gov );  

Juan-Carlos Planas (jc.planas@myfloridahouse.gov);  

Julio Robaina (julio.robaina@myfloridahouse.gov);  

Marti Coley (marti.coley@myfloridahouse.gov);  

Mary Brandenburg (mary.brandenburg@myfloridahouse.gov);  

Pat Patterson (pat.patterson@myfloridahouse.gov); 

Sandra Adams (sandy.adams@myfloridahouse.gov );  

Will W. Weatherford (will.weatherford@myfloridahouse.gov) 

Yolly Roberson (Y) (yolly.roberson@myfloridahouse.gov);  

L. Ralph Poppell (ralph.poppell@myfloridahouse.gov);  

SENATE  

Anthony C. 'Tony' Hill (hill.tony.web@flsenate.gov);  

Dave Aronberg (aronberg.dave.web@flsenate.gov)  

Stephen R. Wise (wise.stephen.web@flsenate.gov);  

Ted Deutch (deutch.ted.web@flsenate.gov) 

Alex Diaz de la Portilla (Portilla.alex.web@flsenate.gov) 

 Jim King (king.james@web.flsenate.gov) 
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